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Donor Carolyn Schramm (left) and Jennie Barron (right) at the February 2020 Bursary Tea event.

Message from the Chair
What a year. What a year! If, as they ancients tell
us, crisis is another word for opportunity, then the
opportunities now presenting themselves are
great indeed.
We find ourselves still in the midst of not one, but two
global pandemics: one of which (COVID) was declared
in March of this year, and one of which (racism) has
been with us for centuries through enslavement,
colonization, and a culture shaped by harmful notions
of white supremacy. Both pandemics highlight the
great historical concerns of the peace community
– stark and ongoing social inequities, the structural
violence of poverty, and the irony of spending billions
of dollars on armaments in the name of security,
while the most vulnerable among us remain without
sufficient food, housing, and clean water. Our work
for peace is as relevant as ever.
While full recovery from either societal illness remains
a formidable challenge, we celebrate the remarkable
outpouring of solidarity, resolve, resistance, and
courage we are seeing around the world today. The
initiative, generosity, and imagination that we have

witnessed over the past few months affirms that we
do have the ability to work together for a common
goal. Our ideas of what is normal, what is
unchangeable, have been shaken – for the better –
engendering optimism about our ability to rise to
other challenges, including that of climate change.
In this report, you will see evidence of how the
Mir Centre’s programming this year departed
unexpectedly from what we originally planned. I
sincerely thank the many volunteers, colleagues, and
partners who demonstrated flexibility and resilience,
and who contributed their time, energies, hearts, and
souls to respond with vision and compassion to new
needs as they arose.
What lies ahead is anybody’s guess, but of this we
can be certain: we will continue to work in all our
communities to enhance the capacity of every one
of us to build cultures of peace through dialogue
and learning. Thank you for being part of such a
worthwhile endeavour.

Jennie Barron, Chair

Artist: Matt Blease

Message in Solidarity with
Black Lives Matter
The killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police has
sparked outrage and grief around the globe. It has
also brought us to a unique and powerful moment,
uniting millions in our stronger-than-ever resolve for
change.
The Mir Centre at Selkirk College stands in solidarity
with Black Lives Matter. We denounce police brutality
and honour the courage of those who exercise their
right to protest in the face of considerable risk. We
shine a light on the impressive resilience, discipline,
and love they continue to demonstrate each day.
We acknowledge anti-Black racism as a specific
form of prejudice and discrimination that has
permeated Canadian society and institutions through
enslavement and colonization.

We pledge to recognize, resist, and unlearn antiBlack racism, and to help dismantle the structures
and barriers that perpetuate all forms of racism,
oppression, and marginalization. Such are the
minimum conditions for building cultures of peace.
Specifically, we commit ourselves to the telling of
honest histories, to self-examination, and to growth.
We commit to welcoming, listening to, and amplifying
the voices of those who do not yet feel heard and
equal in society. We commit to fostering dialogue that
can bridge our differences and affirm our common
humanity. We further commit to accepting criticism,
wherever and whenever we fall short of our ideals,
and to learning how we may do better.
We will not be complacent, nor silent; we will speak
up and speak out. We lean into the responsibility we
hold to co-create a future of racial justice for all.
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Mir Lecture Series
The Lecture Series is supported by a dedicated volunteer Working Circle: Morag Carter,
Rod Fayant, Karen Godbout, Leah Lychowyd, Greg Powell, Duff Sutherland, Alyssa
Taburiaux, and JJ Verigin. Drawing on a diverse selection of local and international
speakers, the Mir Lecture Series delivers new views on community and global issues.
BIOGRAPHY PICCIOLINI
CHRISTIAN
Christian Picciolini is an award-winning television producer, a public speaker, author,
peace advocate, and
a former violent
extremist. His
Breaking
Hate
(March
6)life’s work since disengaging from
extremism bears witness to an ongoing and profound need to atone for a grisly past and
urgency to make something of his time on this planet by contributing to the greater

A good.
partnership with the Selkirk College Students Union.
After leaving the violent television
hate movement he
helped create during
his youth,
he began author, peace
Award-winning
producer,
public
speaker,
the painstaking process of rebuilding his life and making amends. While working for
advocate,
andaadegree
former
violent
extremist,
Picciolini
IBM, Christian earned
in international
relations
from DePaul University
and has dedicated
began his own global media and counter-extremism consulting firm.
hislaterlife
to helping others overcome their own hate. He now leads
He currently leads the Free Radicals Project, a global network of extremism
the
Free Radicals Project, a global extremism prevention and
preventionists who are helping people exit hate movements and other violence-based
ideologies around the globe.
disengagement
network.
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FACTOIDS
N AM E : Picciolini is pronounced PEACH-O-LEE-NEE (like a peach!)
H O M E : Chicago, IL USA
AGE : 45

In 2016, Christian won an Emmy Award for
his role directing and producing an
anti-hate advertising campaign aimed at
helping youth disengage from whitesupremacist groups. He has worked as an
adjunct professor at the college level and is
a frequent commentator on national news.

TANYA TALAGA
Christian's 2018 memoir, WHITE AMERICAN
All Our Relations: Finding
the Path Forward
YOUTH, details his involvement and
eventual exit from the early American
(April 1 - postponed white-supremacist
to 2021) skinhead movement. His

Q U IC K F AC T S:

• Author, BREAKING HATE: Confronting the New Culture of Extremism (Hachette, 2020) and
WHITE AMERICAN YOUTH: My Descent into America's Most Violent Hate Movement—and How I Got
Out (Hachette, 2018).

• Founder, FREE RADICALS PROJECT: Christian founded the anti-hate nonprofit in 2017.
• Christian premiered his documentary series, Breaking Hate, on MSNBC in August 2018. He has
personally helped over 300 people disengage from violent extremism from all over the world. He
continues to work with people from all backgrounds and walks of life.
• Emmy Award Winner, 2016: Christian won a Regional Chicago/Midwest Emmy Award for producing
and directing a PSA called, "There is life after hate."
• Christian is a TEDx speaker (Denver, 2017), and has spoken all over the globe, in some of the world's
most prestigious institutions.

second book, BREAKING HATE:
CONFRONTING THE NEW CULTURE OF

A partnership with Indigenous
Services.
Anishnaabe
is publishedAward-winning
by Hachette Books
EXTREMISM
in 2020 and showcases his disengagement
Canadian journalist who has
worked
as
an
investigative
reporter with the
process.
Toronto Star. The author of Seven Fallen Feathers, Talaga delivers a hopeful
PRESS HIGHLIGHTS
message that we can learn from our past and set forward on a new path for
✶ MSNBC 'Breaking Hate' ✶ CBS 60 Minutes ✶ Face the Nation ✶ CNN ✶ Time Magazine ✶ NPR ✶ CNN International ✶
✶ Showtime's 'Dark Net' ✶ The Politics of
Hate nation
(documentary)based
✶ CNN Techon
✶ BBC
✶ Times of Israel ✶and
Wall Street
Journal ✶
our
inclusivity
equity.
✶ VICE ✶ DemocracyNow! ✶ Full Frontal w/ Samantha Bee ✶ CBS Evening News w/ Scott Pelley ✶

✶ 'I Love You, America!' w/ Sarah Silverman ✶ NowThis! ✶ Upworthy ✶ BEME ✶ Chicago Magazine ✶ Adam Carolla Show ✶ Salon ✶
✶ Reveal on NPR ✶ Newsweek ✶ Business Insider ✶ Chicago Tonight ✶ NY Times ✶ Washington Post ✶ CSPAN2 Book TV ✶
✶ 360 w/ Anderson Cooper ✶ USA Today ✶ Vox ✶ Al Jazeera America ✶ Glenn Beck ✶

IRON & EARTH
HIGHLIGHTS
Oilsands
Workers for Renewable Energy
( June 4 - postponed to 2021)

✶ Author, BREAKING HATE: Confronting the New Culture of Extremism (Hachette, 2020) and WHITE AMERICAN YOUTH (Hachette, 2018) ✶
✶ EmmyWORKERS
Award winner (2016) ✶ TEDxMileHigh speaker (2016) ✶ Geneva Peace Talk at United Nations Genéve (Geneva, Switzerland) ✶
OILSANDS
RENEWABLETestimony
ENERGY (2019) ✶ Speaker at global events hosted by the U.S. Department of State, White House/National Security Council, U.S. ✶
Congressional
✶ U.S. FOR
Department of Justice, FBI, U.S. Embassies ✶ UNCHARTED: The Berkeley Festival of Ideas ✶

Iron & Earth is a worker-led movement of over 800 Canadian fossil fuel
industry and Indigenous workers. Iron & Earth empowers its members
to develop
sustainable energy projects, deliver trainings, run advocacy
CONTACT
campaigns,
and further the goal of an environmentally safe and socially
talent agent
just planet for everyone.

✶ Summit Against Violent Extremism (Dublin, Ireland) ✶ West Point Military Academy keynote speaker ✶
✶

Featured in his MSNBC documentary series 'Breaking Hate' (2018) | Showtime 'Dark Net' | 'The Politics of Hate' documentary ✶

DIRECT Inquiries

Speaking Engagements

CHRISTIAN PICCIOLINI
christian@picciolini.com

MICHAEL SMALLBONE
First Class Talent Agency
ms@firstclass.agency
+1.615.260.2413

SEAN BERARD
APA Agency
sberard@apa-agency.com
+1.310.228.5437

christianpicciolini.com

/officialchristianpicciolini

@cpicciolini

/christianpicciolini

@cpicciolini

/cpicciolini

Follow the Mir Centre for Peace on our social media channels:
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the e-blast to stay connected with ongoing news and events:

selkirk.ca/mir

Mir Peace Films
As Canadians, we are proud of our diversity. This year saw unprecedented efforts to
dismantle racist structures and move towards reconciliation, but we still have a long way to
go. The films of the Transforming Hate series were chosen to inspire understanding, empathy
and insight into the root causes of racist violence and extremism.

WHITE RIGHT: MEETING THE ENEMY
(Nov 28, 2019)
Filmmaker Deeyah Khan goes to the front lines of the race wars in
America in an attempt to look past the hateful rhetoric to see if a
human connection is possible.

JIHAD: A STORY OF THE OTHERS
(Dec 5, 2019)
Emmy Award-winning director Deeyah Khan sets out to find out why
the jihadi message has such an alluring hold on young Westerners.

The Truth and Reparations Film Series was all about the truth-telling and reparative work
that is necessary for our country to become one that truly ensures justice and freedom for
all. Co-presented with Indigenous Services. Thanks to Dianne Biin, Leah Lychowyd, Elder
Donna Wright and all our honoured guests.

THREE FEATHERS
( June 22, 2020)
Three young men are sent to live on the land for nine months to
explore the power of Indigenous restorative justice.

NÎPAWISTAMÂSOWIN WE WILL STAND UP
( June 26, 2020)
The story of a young Cree man named Colten Boushie who was
fatally shot by a white farmer in Saskatchewan, whose subsequent
acquittal captured international attention.

OLDER THAN THE CROWN
( June 30, 2020)
The story of Sinixt tribal member Rick Desautel who is challenging
the Canadian government’s unjust declaration of his people’s
extinction in Canada.
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Mir Continuing Education (online!)
As physical distancing became the “new normal”, many of the Mir Centre’s planned
offerings had to be cancelled or postponed. Like everyone, we pivoted and improvised
to offer free online programming related to the concerns of the moment - skill-building
workshops, inspiring interviews with peacebuilders working around the world, as well as our
first-ever online book club drawing in participants from as far away as Ontario, California,
and Minnesota!

Artist: Diana Quisobony

PEACE POTLUCK: A SMORGASBORD OF SKILLS FOR COMMUNICATION
& CONFLICT TRANSFORMATION
Delivered by Madelyn MacKay, Karen Godbout & Jennie Barron
1. Dishing up our Best Selves: Conflict Management inside Your “Germ Family”
• Choosing approaches to conflict (April 27)
• Dealing with Challenging Behaviours (including our own!) (May 4)
2. Love and Listening in a Time of Quarantine
• Empathic Listening (May 11)
3. Turning Down the Heat when Crankiness is High
• Compassionate Communication (May 25)
• De-escalating Anger ( June 1)
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SWEET INSPIRATION: STORIES OF HOPE & JUSTICE
Interviews with peacebuilders working around the world. Hosted by Randy Janzen with technical
support from Sol Morris-Janzen.

Linda Ullo Lynch

Alex Diaz

Parfaite Ntahuba

Mona El-Zuhairi

(Greece) (May 1)

(Guatemala) (May 8)

(Burundi) (May 15)

(Palestine) (May 22)

BOOK CLUB
A Paradise Built in Hell: The Extraordinary
Communities that Arise in Disaster by Rebecca
Solnit (May - June)

Mir Centre programming was brought to you this year by Selkirk College staff, volunteers, partners, supporters, and special guests.
Rand Al-Hashmy
Allison Alder
Rhys Andrews
Caroline Barabonow
Jennie Barron
Lesley Beatson
Eileen Beaver
Henry Beaver
Dianne Biin
Shelly Boyd
Morag Carter
Josephine Chanin
Alex Diaz
Natasha Edney
Mona El-Zuhairi

Rod Fayant
Arleen Gallo
Karen Godbout
Angus Graeme
Bob Hall
Kirsten Hildebrand
Donna Hollenbeck
Elizabeth Huether
Jamie Hunter
Jan Inglis
Randy Janzen
Mandeep Kaur
Bronwyn Krause
Derrick LaMere
Robin Legere

Leah Lychowyd
Madelyn MacKay
Cara-Lee Malange
Kamala Melzack
Jessica Morin
Sol Morris-Janzen
Laura Nessman
Parfaite Ntahuba
Pablo Pastor
Greg Powell
Tracy Punchard
Diana Quisobony
Irina Relkoff
Gerry Rempel

Toinya Sammartino
Carolyn Schramm
Joslyn Sharp
Tessa Stark
Duff Sutherland
Alyssa Taburiaux
Alison Talbot-Kelly
Jade Tootoosis
Linda Ullo Lynch
Richard van Camp
JJ Verigin
Dave Westmacott
Linda Wilkinson
Donna Wright
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Mir Centre for Peace in the Community
Following one of the largest citizen mobilizations in history - the global climate strikes of
Sept 2019 - the Mir Centre was pleased to join the Citizens Climate Lobby, Fridays for Future
and West Kootenay EcoSociety in co-sponsoring two federal all-candidates forums in Nelson
(Oct 7) and Castlegar (Oct 9) and the premiere of local vocalist Allison Girvan’s new work,
Quintessence (Nelson, Oct 10-12). We helped to keep the climate top of mind for political
candidates, and also soothe our souls with a musical story of hope lost and then found
again, through connection with our Earthly home.

Selkirk College students at the Global Climate Strike in Nelson, B.C.

In 2019-2020, we also organized,
hosted, moderated or participated in
the following events & initiatives:

•

No War on Iran! Event, Castlegar
( Jan 25, 2020) Organized by
Nadine Podmoroff

•

•

KARE – Kootenay Anti-Racism
Education Alliance

•

100% Renewable Kootenays

•

Peace & Justice Studies Association
(PJSA)

•

Peace & Conflict Studies
Association of Canada (PACS-Can)

•

National Symposium on
Restorative Justice

•

•
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International Day of Peace –
Climate Action for Peace, Nelson
(Sept 21, 2019) Organized by
KAIROS
Get Diversity Working for You!
Meeting with Castlegar employers
( Jan 23, 2020) Co-hosted with the
Castlegar Chamber of Commerce
Coldest Night of the Year
(Feb 22, 2020)
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NEW! COMMUNITY-BASED PEACE CAFÉS
This year, we launched a new initiative: discussionbased Peace Cafés organized and hosted by a
community-based working circle of volunteers,
on behalf of the Mir Centre. Each Peace Café will
feature a timely concern or theme introduced by
a guest, followed by a facilitated discussion using
established principles of peacebuilding.
In July, the Trail Working Circle hosted a Peace Café on the theme “What does
it mean to create community?” facilitated by Karen Godbout. We welcome
new members to the Working Circle all the time, so if you are interesting
in honing your ability to host dialogues, find common ground, and build
community, please get in touch.

RETIREMENT OF DR. RANDY JANZEN
In October, we bade farewell to the Mir Centre’s first Chair, Dr. Randy Janzen,
who led the Mir Centre for Peace so capably, gently, wisely and with integrity
from 2010-2016. Colleagues, students, family, friends and community
members all joined in a celebration at the Mir house, honouring Randy for
being a visionary, a collaborator, an optimist, and social change-maker whose
career achievements were matched by his modesty, humour, and ability to
model peace-making as a teacher and role model to all.

Dr. Randy Janzen cutting his celebration cake. He even got a bobble head!
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Staff and Student Support
Part of our mandate is to offer staff training & support. We did this with a professional
development workshop on Non-violent Communication (NVC) for Discovery Day in Castlegar
(Feb 18, 2020) and by hosting an open dialogue for all staff on becoming effective anti-racist
allies ( June 8, 2020).

“THERE ARE SO MANY
INSPIRING PEOPLE THAT I
WAS ABLE TO LEARN FROM
AND CONNECT WITH AT
THE PJSA CONFERENCE IN
WINNIPEG THIS YEAR. I’M SO
GRATEFUL TO HAVE HAD THE
OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND
AND PRESENT THERE.”
– BETH STUPPLE

MIR CENTRE FOR PEACE GRANT
We were also pleased to be able to award the annual $1,000 Mir Centre
for Peace grant to a Restorative Justice Certificate graduate, Beth Stupple.
The award enabled Beth to present a paper at the annual conference of the
Peace & Justice Studies Association (PJSA) in Winnipeg in October, 2019. The
Mir Centre for Peace grant is made possible by a collective of community
members represented by Argenta resident, Carolyn Schramm.
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Thinking forward...
STRATEGIC PLANNING
In July, we launched a community consultation process to invite the
community’s input as we set the course for the Mir Centre for Peace for the
next five years. Through our e-blast, website, social media, and targeted
outreach to community organizations and individuals, we asked, “Where
should the Mir Centre focus its energies to help build cultures of peace over
the next five years?” Results are being tabulated and we expect to release the
finished Strategic Plan 2020-2025 in the fall.
ONGOING EVENTS: READERS FOR RACIAL JUSTICE –
MIR CENTRE ONLINE BOOK CLUB
In July, we began our second virtual book club, to offer support to the
great number of community members who wished to learn and grow with
us in our commitment to racial justice. Together, we began an exploration
of three books:
1. Robin DiAngelo’s White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to
Talk About Racism
2. Desmond Cole’s The Skin We’re In: A Year of Black Resistance and Power
3. Ijeoma Oluo’s So You Want to Talk About Race
It’s not too late to join! For details, please email mircentre@selkirk.ca
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Jennie Barron, Mir Chair
email jbarron@selkirk.ca
web selkirk.ca/mir

selkirk.ca

